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Executive Summary

On Friday, 1/7/1444 AH, corresponding to 5/8/2022 AD, a Light Sport Aircraft "LSA" model (Astore
P2002), registration number (HZ-ASL), crashed on the beach near Al-Haridah airstrip in Asir Province,
Saudi Arabia, located 59 miles west of Abha Airport.

The flight originated for sightseeing, with a pilot and a passenger as the only airplane occupants.
The passenger has no flight experience. The pilot performed a one -10minute circuit (over the field)
and landed for a short (approximately 1 hour) tea-break. At 18:26 (local time) the pilot made his
second takeoff with the intent to fly the standard right circuit pattern typically used at the field. The
Pilot stated: “Everything was normal, and as | came to land, | experienced a right crosswind and | felt
| could not land, so | decided to “Go Around”, moments after the “Go Around” during which | Blanked
Out”and | cannot remember a thing. As | regained awareness, | observed the sea surface filling my
view ... instinctively | rolled the wing level and pitched up. Everything went dark beyond that, | lost
consciousness and | can’'t remember a thing. At my waking moment | realized | was inside an ambu-
lance on my way to the hospital”

The plane hit the surface of the water at a distance of about 15 meters from the shore in shallow
water, and no fire occurred. It was visible from a manned coast guard center in the area, which
triggered an immediate rescue by the coastguard, where the pilot and the passenger were found
unconscious, so the seat belts were removed and they were removed from the plane and transport-
ed to the beach. They were then transferred by ambulance to Asir Hospital. They had injuries that
required surgical intervention, and they stayed in the hospital for more than 10 days. The airplane
was substantially damaged.

The investigation reviewed and analyzed a video clip that was published on social media. The sound
and image quality was good. It captured the turning roll until it crashed into the water. It showed
the plane rising steadily, then turning left, then turning sharply with the nose pointing down. The
video also showed ground signs such as lighting poles and the coast, which helped estimate the
approximate location of the accident. The clip also confirmed the exclusion of the possibility of an
Aircraft Stall or engine failure, as the sound of the engine continued normally until the impact.

The pilot was authorized to perform the flight and had a valid third-category health certificate and
there were no restrictions or health conditions related to the state of incapacitation that he himself
described after the accident. The aircraft's certificate of airworthiness and registration certificate are
also valid. The aircraft's maintenance records and documents viewed showed proper practices and

procedures.
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Conclusion

The investigation revealed temporary pilot incapacitation during the critical "Go Around" roll, which
led to loss of control of the plane and made its nose to pitch down until the point of impact.
Recommendation

The AIB recommends to GACA the notification to LSA pilots/owners and third party service provid-

ers such as FBOs and Part 61 operators to activate data recording devices; if installed, as a valuable
source for multiple purposes, especially for safety enhancement.
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